PRETERITE OR IMPERFECT?

1.
I shaved, took a shower, and brushed  my teeth.

2.
I sang while I was taking a shower

3.
When Ana was 8 years old, she used to take violin lessons.

4.
Last night the North Park basketball team won by 10 points.

5.
My grandfather would tell us a lot of jokes.

6.
Laura always arrived late for class.

7.
We were going to call you, but we forgot.

8.
Luis ate too much yesterday and got sick.

	Preterite
	Imperfect

	Completed (started and finished over a short period of time)

•
single events

•
single actions

•
series of actions 

    or events
	•
Repeated or habitual actions (would, used to, always..) 

•
Background information & descriptions (over a longer period of time)

•
Interrupted/unfinished actions



	        Special cases

•
no pudo: tried but failed 

     No pude terminar el examen: I (tried but) couldn't finish the test.

•
no quiso: refused

      No quiso ir a la corrida: She refused

      to go to the bullfight.
•
supo: found out

      Supimos la fecha de la fiesta: We    

      found out the date of the party.

•
conoció: met

      Conocí a Laura en la fiesta: I met

      Laura at the party.

	      Special cases

•
podía: could

      No podía estudiar español el año

      pasado: I was unable to study Spanish last year.
•
quería: wanted, intended

      Quería matricularme para una clase de anatomía: I intended (wanted) to register for an anatomy class.
•
sabía: knew

      No sabíamos qué hacer: We didn't know what to do.

•
conocía: knew

      Conocía a mucha gente en la fiesta: I (already) knew a lot of people at the party.

 


1.
I shaved, took a shower, and brushed  my teeth.

                 P / I     P / I                              P / I 

2.
I sang while I was taking a shower


   P / I                 P / I
3.
When Ana was 8 years old, she used to take violin lessons.



        P / I


      P / I
4.
Last night the North Park basketball team won by 10 points.








        P / I
5.
My grandfather would tell us a lot of jokes.





P / I
6.
Laura always arrived late for class.




     P / I
7.
We were going to call you, but we forgot.




P / I


      P / I
8.
Luis ate too much yesterday and got sick.


       P / I



   P / I
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