All You Ever Wanted to Know about "El Pretérito" and Then Some...

	Regular Endings
	-ar verbs
	-er verbs
	-ir verbs

	Yo
	 - é
	 - í
	 - í

	Tú
	 - aste
	 - iste
	 - iste

	Él, Ella, Usted
	 - ó
	 - ió
	 - ió

	Nosotros
	 - amos
	 - imos
	 - imos

	Vosotros
	 - asteis
	 - isteis
	 - isteis

	Ellos, Ellas, Ustedes
	 - aron
	 - ieron
	 - ieron


Irregular Verbs

Some verbs are completely irregular in the preterite and have their own special endings and stems. Forms of the irregular verbs that do not follow the irregular pattern are in italics.

ANDAR:
anduve, anduviste, anduvo, anduvimos, anduvisteis, anduvieron

CABER:
cupe, cupiste, cupo, cupimos, cupisteis, cupieron

CONDUCIR:
conduje, condujiste, condujo, condujimos, condujisteis, condujeron

DAR: 
di, diste, dio, dimos, disteis, dieron

DECIR:
dije, dijiste, dijo, dijimos, dijisteis, dijeron

ESTAR:
estuve, estuviste, estuvo, estuvimos, estuvisteis, estuvieron

HACER: 
hice, hiciste, hizo, hicimos, hicisteis, hicieron

IR:
fui, fuiste, fue, fuimos, fuisteis, fueron

PODER: 
pude, pudiste, pudo, pudimos, pudisteis, pudieron

PONER: 
puse, pusiste, puso, pusimos, pusisteis, pusieron

PRODUCIR:
produje, produjiste, produjo, produjimos, produjisteis, produjeron

QUERER: 
quise, quisiste, quiso, quisimos, quisisteis, quisieron

SABER:
supe, supiste, supo, supimos, supisteis, supieron

SER: 
fui, fuiste, fue, fuimos, fuisteis, fueron

TENER: 
tuve, tuviste, tuvo, tuvimos, tuvisteis, tuvieron

TRADUCIR:
traduje, tradujiste, tradujo, tradujimos, tradujisteis, tradujeron

TRAER:
traje, trajiste, trajo, trajimos, trajisteis, trajeron

VENIR: 
vine, viniste, vino, vinimos, vinisteis, vinieron

VER:
vi, viste, vio, vimos, visteis, vieron



All You Ever Wanted to Know about "El Imperfecto" and Then Some...
	Regular Endings

	-ar verbs

	-er verbs

	-ir verbs


	Yo

	 - aba

	 - ía

	 - ía


	Tú

	 - abas

	 - ías

	 - ías


	Él, Ella, Usted

	 - aba

	 - ía

	 - ía


	Nosotros

	 - ábamos

	 - íamos

	 - íamos


	Vosotros

	 - abais

	 - íais
	 - íais

	Ellos, Ellas, Ustedes

	 - aban

	 - ían

	 - ían



	
	SER (to be)

IR (to go)

VER (to see)

era

iba

veía

eras

ibas

veías

era

iba

veía

éramos

íbamos

veíamos

erais

ibais

veíais

eran

iban

veía




HOW TO USE THE IMPERFECT

The imperfect is another way of talking about the past in Spanish. However, the Imperfect and the Preterite are never interchangeable. There are specific rules for when to use the Preterite and when to use the Imperfect. For the most part, the Imperfect can be described as a way of describing the general past without mentioning a specific time frame or the beginning and end. Below are more uses. 

	PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

Use the imperfect for describing one's physically being.


	Ella era esbelta y tenía el pelo negro.


	She was thin and had black hair.

	HABITUAL ACTION

Use the imperfect for expressing actions that happened in the past multiple times over and over and for expressing actions that you used to do. Past actions described in the imperfect are mentioned without reference to the ending.


	Nosotros siempre trabajábamos en la tienda.


	We always used to work in the store.

We would always work in the store.

	ENGLISH GERUND

Use the imperfect for translating a sentence with the English gerund that is used in the past.


	Mis amigos me decían un cuento.


	My friends were telling me a story.


	MENTAL STATE

Use the imperfect for describing a mental activity, state of mind, emotions, and opinions. The following verbs are usually used in the imperfect, though that doesn't mean that they can't be used in the preterite when the necessary signals are used: 

amar, conocer, creer, doler, esperar, estar, gustar, molestar, odiar, pensar, poder, querer, saber, sentir(se).


	Yo estaba enfermo. 

Te gustaba pintar

Él quería el perrito mucho. 
Ellos no sabían eso. 


	I was sick.

You liked to paint.

He wanted the puppy a lot

They didn't know that.



	AGE, DATE, TIME, AND WEATHER

Always used the imperfect for describing one's age, the date, the time, and the weather. The preterite is never used for describing the four, even if a very specific time frame is given.


	Nosotros teníamos cuatro años cuando pasó.

Era miércoles cuando volviste.

Eran las ocho de la tarde.

Ayer, hacía fresco.


	We were four years old when it happened.

It was Wednesday when you returned.

It was 8 o'clock at night.

Yesterday, it was cool.

	LOCATION

Use the imperfect for describing one's location. If there is a specific time frame of where someone was, use the preterite.


	Usted estaba en la tienda cuando lo llamé.


	You were in the store when I called you.

	ir + a + infinitive in the past

Use the imperfect for the formula [ir + a + infinitive] in the past. This explains what someone was going to do in the past, though it is not known if the action was completed or not. If the action was completed, then use the preterite.


	Ella iba a visitar a su tía.

¿Cuándo ibas a bailar?


	She was going to visit her aunt.

When were you going to dance?


SIGNALS:

· a menudo
(often)

· a veces
(sometimes)

· algunas veces
(sometimes)

· cada año
(each year)

· cada día
(each day)

· cada semana
(each week)

· con frecuencia
(frequently)

· de costumbre
(as usual)

· de vez en cuando
(from time to time)

· durante
(during)

· en aquella época
(at that time)

· frecuentemente
(frequently)

· generalmente
(generally)

· mientras
(while)

· muchas veces
(many times)

· mucho
(a lot)

· nunca
(never)

· por lo general
(generally)

· por un rato
(for awhile)

· siempre
(always)

· tantas veces
(so many times)

· todas las semanas
(every week)

· todo el tiempo
(all the time)
· todos los días
(every day)

· varias veces
(several times)

Irregular Verbs�
Endings�
�
Yo�
 - e�
�
Tú�
 - iste�
�
Él, Ella, Usted�
 - o�
�
Nosotros�
 - imos�
�
Vosotros�
 - isteis�
�
Ellos, Ellas, Ustedes�
 - ieron; eron�
�












There are only three irregular verbs.








THE PRETERITE IS USED FOR:


Specific actions or events completed in the past.


Isolated actions that happened once.


Narrating a series of completed actions or events.


Interrupting an action that was already happening.


Preterite of "hay" = hubo (there was, there were).








SIGNALS:


a las (número)


al (verbo)


anoche


anteayer


ayer


cuando


de prisa


de repente


el (día) pasado


el (estación) pasado/a


el año pasado


el día siguiente


en seguida


entonces


esta mañana


esta tarde


finalmente


inmediatamente


luego	


para empezar


por eso


por fin


por la mañana


por la noche


por la tarde


pronto


un día


una vez








VERBS THAT CHANGE MEANINGS


conocer		=	to meet (met)


querer		=	to try to (tried to)


no querer		=	to refuse to (refused to)


poder		=	to manage to (managed to)


no poder		=	to fail to (failed to)


saber		=	to find out (found out)


tener		=	to get, (got, received)








CAR, GAR, and ZAR


In the preterite, verbs that end in CAR, GAR, and ZAR change [c > qu], [g > gu], and [z > c]. In other words, the endings for the yo forms become qué, gué, and cé.


�
buscar	=	busqué, buscaste, buscó...


sacar	=	saqué, sacaste, sacó...


tocar	=	toqué, tocaste, tocó...





jugar	=	jugué, jugaste, jugó...


llegar	=	llegué, llegaste, llegó...


pagar	=	pagué pagaste, pagó...





almorzar	=	almorcé, almorzaste, almorzó...


empezar	=	empecé, empezaste, empezó...


organizar	=	organicé, organizaste, organizó...








Stem Changers


Verbs that end in -ir and goes through a stem-change (boot verbs) are the only verbs that go through a stem change in the preterite tense. The changes are [E > I] and [O > U]. For verbs that end in aer, eer, oír, oer, or uir, there is a special spelling change. In the third person forms, the chance in the verb endings is [E > Y], becoming (yó, yeron). The remaining forms gain written accent over the letter i, except for uir verbs, where there are no irregular accents. Verbs that end in guir do not follow this pattern.





dormir 	=	durmió, durmieron


morir		=	murió, murieron


pedir		=	pidió, pidieron


preferir		=	prefirió, prefirieron


seguir		=	siguió, siguieron


sentir		=	sintió, sintieron





caer		=	cayó, cayeron


creer		=	creyó, creyeron


leer		=	leyó, leyeron


oír		=	oyó, oyeron�roer		=	royó, royeron


destruir		=	destruyó, destruyeron








"HOTSAM"


Habitual Activities


Ongoing Activities


Time and Weather


Scene and Setting


Age


Mental States








"WURMD"


Was/Were +ing


Used to...


Repeated Action


Mental States


Description in the Past








